
Knowledge Organiser DT: Mechanical Systems – BoatsYear 5

Vocabulary Definition

hull the main body of the 
boat

sail a piece of fabric 
designed to catch the 
wind in order to help 
steer the boat

mast a long pole which 
supports sail

stern the rear of the boat

bow the front of the boat

keel a structure that helps 
with a boat’s balance 
and stability. 

prototype a simpler, smaller 
model built to help 
aid with the building 
of the final product

Features of a Boat
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